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True Repentance, 
” ||[Amplified and Improved 


I 'N A 


DISCOURSE 


Occaſion'd by the Publick Profeſſion of Repentance made 
- by T. W. who after Eleven Years Slavery in Turkey, 
Renounc'd his Baptiſm and Chriſtianity there, and| 
within a Year made his Eſcape, and returning firſt 
into Holland, defired Solemnly to Acknowledge his. 
Sin, and Profeſs his Repentance, which he did in the 
Engliſh Church at Rotterdam, December the 3d 168 bs; 
where the following Sermon was then Preach*d 
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| By FOHN SHOWER. 


— 


London, Printed for Samuel Wade at the Bible under the 
Royal Exchange 1n Cornhil, 169 2. 
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4 _—_ Pe eter ſail, | Man, I know not wh 
" thou, ſayeſt.._ . And. immediately. while be 

_ ſpate, #he Cock-crew. And the Lord 
-* turned, and looked upon Peter ; and Peter 
rementbred the word of the Lord, how he 
_ bad ſaid unto bim, Before the Cock crow, 
...,thou. ſhalt deny me thrice, And Peter 
tas went ont, and wept binterly. 


FEAere is forne little Diderence among 
the Evangeliſts, in the Hiſtorical Ac- 
count of this Paſſage, of the Sin and 


/Repentance of Saint Peter, But becauſe they 
B 1 g1Ve 


iy "he Peter's San, 


give the ſame Aczait in Subſtance, though 
with a fittle wiriavton. one rom the orket, the 
one not knowing what the other had writ ; 
tis an Argument that-their Writings were not . 
contrived by an Agreement with one ano- 
- ther, -and that 1 * Was tid Defign among 
them to Cheat the 'World with a falfe 'Story, 
their Leſtimony 4s thereby. Piſtin&, and of the 
more Authority. Now though. two of the 
Evangeliſts Make-mention- of the Apoſtle Peters 
beeping bitterly ;» yet Saint Mark, who was the 
Companion, #nd Scholar, 4 'Amanuerſſis of 
Werer; and. "in whoſe Goſpel 'the . primitive 
\Ghareh « agree thar/te bad 2. thand, nwhen be 
qpeaks of : his — mherenly- Jays, He 
wept \But when: he ſpeaks of his vin, he ag- 
oravates the C Tra of his Denial more 
han: all the other E\imgelifts, 'Fe bepauro'eurſe, 
wid Bo favor, I know \\wot his dn: of Whom yniJpeak, 
Mark 14. 71;\bat.gwes-the moft:amndeft Ac- 
count of his Repentance, ſays not, that he 
—_—_ butt \tharwicachedtenge rho Ne 
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and Frue-Reyemance. | 3. 
_ I waald.now,. upon' this. Qecafian, ſpeald a 
little both: to. the a agd-: Repemrance of. this 
Apolle: | 


" Hiro, Let. us: confider: his : Sm  withiits: Fg 
GVarions. 
wy 3 The, Truth | and: "TY We" of: his 
Repentance, That from: both we may learn, 
. for our. Infiruction; and Prattice, what ſuch a 


Diſcourſes: -propes to teach us. 


Firſt, Concerning this. Sin of the A potile 
Peter, We may. confider] both the Hiſtory of it| 
according; to the..Evungelifts,. And: the. ſpecial. 
Aggravations wherewith his Sin was cloathed. 

1. We find an Account: of this by] the Apo- 
ſtle Peter himfelf, Mark 14.54, as dictating to the 
Evangeliſt Mark the ſubſtance of his Goſpel, He 
tells us, that when.our Lord was-apprehended, 
and bound, and: led away. to Judgment, Peter' 
followed hin afar off, or at ſome Diſtance, 
to; learn the; Conſequence, . and ſee the Ifſue 
of-his-T rial; and: that he followed him toi the 
High Prieſts Palace, or the High Prieſts Hall ; 
that 1s, of Cataphas, not his Father in Law Annas, 
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who was the Sagan or Vicegerent piader him, to 
ſupply his Place if there were Occaſion. The 
High Prieſts Hall, not the Room where the 
Badrin met, but ſome outer Room through 
which they paſſed, ſcituated ſomewhat higher, 
fo that the Company above might look down 
upon the Servants and Officers below. 


The Firſt Denial of Chriff that the Apoſtle 
Peter is guilty of, was upon the Queſtion of a 
Damfel that kept t Door, ſaying, Art not thou 
one of his Diſciples * Wert not Thou with Jeſus of Gas 
lilee ? To whom he replyes, 1 know him not, fo 
one Evangeliſt hath it. 1 know not, neither under- 
ſtand 1 what thou ſazeſt, ſays another Evangelift. 
And then hg went out in the Court, and heard 
the Cock Crow, but takes no notice of that 
Warning. 

As to the Second Denial of Peter, Aﬀer a 
little while another ſaith unto him, Thou alſo art 


One of them, and he denred With an Oath, - 1 d6-not 
now the Man, At firſt” hei'only diſowriedHhis 


Diſeiplethip, but now he adds an : Oath to con-' 


firm his lye: TEA Ten ER 
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About an hour after he is challenged'again;? 
Perily Thou wiſtwith Jeſus:of Galitee, "Thad art & Gala? 
lean, and thy ſpeech bemayethhee,” (The Miale&; of 
the: Galilewns.comes'tiearer ito that of | the Sumatitan 
or Syrian: 1diom,; than that 'of the 'Jews dvvetling ; 
at Jeruſalem.” There: is ſome Difference in'alt 
Nations in pronouncing/ the ſame' Language, 
by: thoſ& who: dwell in. the chief: Cibies, and 
thoſe who. inhabit inthe: remoter-Provinced./ 
/ They call tim Jeſus of Galilee; as a Term of re- 4 
proach, thereby denying him. to be the, true 
| $ah, 'who was to:beiborn'in Judeaand/not in! 

; Galilee : For out; of {Gablee arijethi10 Prophet, : abn-961 ) 
5/24: That's, ! There is-ho Record of ay Pr" 
phet-that ever did ariſe. from 'thenee:! | The. 
Chriſtians :were uſually: :reviled: by Julian. the 
Apoſtate;i under; the. Nanie of-Galideans. - But 
Peter denys that /he:appertams to:Jeſus 'of Galilee; - 
or of -Nazereth. - And then the whole Company 
joyn with Him who firft ſuſpe&ed him :' For - 
we read, That they that ſtood by ſaid;: farely thou ars = 
One of them. And among the reſt, there happened 
to:be. One: there) who: was ;todlatedr0:Malcbns,), 
whoſe ear Peter had ſmote off, and Chriſt: had 
healed, as the Evangeliſt John relates it,; And 
 fayes 
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"aa Dig, 1 nat "__ thee in: the; Ganden: with bin: 3: But 


hedenys:it; and:adds Curangand' 4 Aron 
tagain; aredif to his; perqunyc 1 hit 

- tle.begadrtor Curſe cand'tev Sear, RIO 
Some think; thasr ha cunſed: Chrath bur 1t? is: 
more: likely; lie. Avathematized | himfelf,, that: 
i5,,. Wihed hundesrexchuded: from the- Syna-. 
gpgye aid: the Churth,c if it! were-not> true. 
Or, as: 9iHcrsy/ that ho witlied Himdelf aw Eten 
na} Sepaartion from the \Preſence- of 'Gob ; . or, 


19the Jew if Phrate; . Let: Geddo ſe to me; and; ave, ; 
1f1i dc Anh; BO& vAV, penfecd> ftranger- to:the Man yow: 


of. /-tetwalhediin:efeft, that the DeviÞ 
might- taket himy. that) God-would deſtroy. and- 
doms himg..if{ hewere: a: Diſciple of Jeſts, Of! 
Ns. But our:LLord) 
looked backi upoo Peter;. and the Cock-<crew #u\ 
eadeiOtumey dpdtbembe-rgmonitwed the words: 
oye rieftiss:  fajiingy ; Bifare: the Cock crow. twire- 
thei ſhalt-deny: me: 'thrico ; Apd. he went. "nn; 
ang, rd 


por 


_ Dear afhis Reperianen] Lkes: 
conkiley Toa: the tos of his Sin. 
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or Finft; [fioms the 'Peofor win isthus @ ar 

gewying!Chrift, Jn what Rank. hofect, What 


-Chargter he hore, and-underwy but-Obligations 
a6 Dag were or .otherwife, '». bouts eh; 


.  INorgmordinary Difeiple) butunm Apottle) En 


of the! rwelve, yea Tobi. oh coli theft ala | 
Apoſtles, unto whom our {an does often ad- 
Ureſs kis>Difoorrle, astothetFait anbPoincipal 
-of: them. - "Peter, nr thad: > preached: ant Þro- 
-Phelied. inthe Narme'ef Chrittwholhachwrougbt 
Mimeles :by his Poixer, :0aft wat [Devils wy 
wertue:of his Commiſſion, Qet/He denys: trirv 
2IPetey, -whowals vathmitted 10:more thirordiqary 
"Rlmdigrir)agu Frendfhiphwith eur:Land:;:whb 
wisnot only; of !visown| Houſe and: Exhuily; dit 
-batlbecnuivoured to! bewnopftho threeiprovecit 
inf ourLonds T rangfietrration; Pater: whohad 
Hithedrs forfiken'all: for the! haeret þfi:ihis. 
YWaſbe,/undchamrddt: his dik-in diifervixe.; 
-who Had owed pproreficet, 46/lately, :lo-folemd- 
Iy;\that chough -all' ſhonld deny: thim, yet he 
Lwonld not, but :rather dye pon. the tpot 
Others quivhislGauſe}/-ordoriike his'Company:; 
1 eÞthe 'Utnyesthim:: thy, rho was 
ſiethat Jeſus was the GChrift, the Sowof 
| the: 


o oY 
- Me = 
bc 4 = 
Ls : 


: g ; Tab etthies. £ ESSE * 
. a 


— tt. = 


the the thr TT TY He: afſerts and declares it | 
in the Name of-/'all the Diſciples, Math, 1 6. So 


that it might have been expected from- him, 


that heſhauld have been: an Example gf courage 
and Conſtaricyto:all the reft5i Yet he-denys and 
Serſwears him,-as if he had:: ence ſcen hips. 


on oF ao ©: 


"7Becolidiyy Confider.:the Aggravations of his 
Biri, from the Perſoh: boni he-devys..:; He du- 
-owns) ariy; Relation:£0 Criſt the: Abe Meſtah, 
whomto know is-etemal-Life:' He deriys any 
Acquaintance with hin; who had' obliged him 
fo.particularly,: andby ſo many Inſtances of, his 
:kindnbfs;, who calledchim ſo ſtrangely, from his 
Nets torbe! d:Fiſber.of! Men: who ba honoured 
him with, & Commiſſion to! preach, tha Goſpel, 
;and-confirmed it by: Miracles ; Who took him | 
-with Jajurs and Jabs, to: Mount :Taber, when ;he 
: appeared th his Gloryiz ;i who condeſcendedto'let 
-him' walk uponithe waters, and wheh,he\wvs 


| finking, to; ſtretch forth his than to fkcuxehing ; 


Yet this kind:and mereiful Saviour hedetysand 
:ditowns,: who had ſtopped but:a\litfle before -t0 
awaſh; Peters (feet, whid permitted; him; ito. fit 


Mora with Him at Table;to caf the: Paſloyer;and 


partake 
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take of the Sacrament of the Lords Supper ; 
And but a few hours before he permitted him 
to ſee part of his Agony in the Garden, and 
charged him to watch and pray leſt he enter 
into Temptation, and awaked him three ſeve- 
ral times out of Sleep, with a Repetition of 
that command ; Watch and Pray : Yea, but a 
little before he made the Multitude fall to the 
Ground by the force of a mild Expreſſion, 1am 
He ; and wrought a Miracle in his Sight, in 
the ſudden Reſtitution of Malchus Ear by a 
touch, which Peter had unadviſedly cut off : 
And yet after all this, he denies his Lord and 
Saviour, who had given ſuch proofs of his 
Divinity before his Eyes. ..—- 
Thirdly, Confider before whom he denies him, 
in what Company, before what Witnefles : 
The Scribes, and Phariſees, and Chief Prieſts, 
and Elders of the Jews, could not bur rejoyce, 
That One Diſciple of Chrift ſhould betray him 
| for money, and Another deny, and forſwear 
him through fear. © The High Priefts Servants, 
and the common People of the Jews, could not 
but be hardened and prejudiced againft Chriſt 
and his Dodrine, by ſuch an Inſtance. And if 
C there 


40. _ Peter's Sin, 


there were any ſecret, hidden, - half (Diſciples, 
ſuch who were almoſt perſwaded to; be Chriſti 
ans ; it muſt needs ſhake and ſtagger their F aith, 
to find ſuch a One, as Peter, revolt ſoſhamefully. 

Fourthly, Confider the ſmalueſs of the Tempta- 
tion, eſpecially to his firſt Denial, A'Damſel 


only asked him the Queſtion, whether he was 


not orie of Chriſts Diſciples ; and lame think, 

rather out 'of Pity, than Reproach : Andy et 
he feares to own it. Had the fight. of | uk 
Souldiers, come to apprehend and ſeize him, put. 
him intoa fright ; Had he been examined betore 


the Sanhedrim, or terrified | by the threatnings _ 


of the High Prieſt ; Had he been bound, and led 
away to Judgment, before the Roman Deputy ; 
Had there been a Proſpect of an,1guominious 
painful Death, from the Roman Spuldiers,, As 
the Conſequence of his owning his Relation to 
Chriſt ; ſomething nught be pleaded on his Be- 
haif. Burt to diſown his Acquaintanee with 
him, ang Relaticn to him, at the.queſtion of an 


incophderable Strvant to the High Prieſt, that 


only: kept the Door, the ſmalneſs of . the 


"hahah. was an Aggravation of the Fault. 
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iP ;frhly, The Repetition of his Denial was an- 
_ Aggravation of it. He not only denys 
Iriem-but Ewears td it that he knows him note 
confirms it by an'Oath, calls the God of I ruth 
to bear witneſs to his Lye, That he knew not 
Chriſt, with vvhom he had converſed to long 
and fo' famniliarly,, and from whom he fo lately 
parted. 'And again he denyes him with the 
Imprecation of a dreadful Anathema on him- 
felf, 'm: cafe he afterted. a Falfhood. . . 

' * Sixthly, How 'many other complicated. | Sins 
were ' wmnplyed in this Fault :of Peter 2... The 
higheſt Ingratitude to his Matter, unpardonable 
Raſhnefs, in venturing into ſuch Company, anch 
tarring there ſo long, and withour # call making 
bold -with "Temptation : For our Lord had 
not appointed his Difciples. to . follow:him 
but bad them Watch and Pray; He had dif- 
mified them, and a ppointed a Place to meet at- 
ter. his Refurre&ion. - There: was likewMe 
ſhameful Unbeliet, m 'diftruſting, the Know- 
ledge,: or the Power of Chriſt, to have affiſted 
him.” : Fhere was a bafe Cowardiſe, Todiſown: 
hun in fuch a manner. . And fopia time, there? 


. wes Rnponizence' and. hardnefs of |Heart, for as! 
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Not to take the firſt Warning by the Crovving 


of the Cock, 'But vyhen the Cock crevvi-a . 


ſecond time, Our Lord looked upon Peter, and he remem- 
bred the words of Jeſus, and went "out, and wept 


n _ 


He went out, Though Calvin and Others 


| +> From him for going out, and think he had 


done better to have tarried, and oyvned his 
Maſter, in the preſence of that Company be- 
fore vvhom he had denyed him ; Yet vvhen vve 
knovv that his Repentance vvas unfeigned, and 


accepted vvith God, We ought to put the beſt 


 Conttrudion upon ſuch a Paſſage : And there- 


fore I vvould rather confider it as a proof of his 


Repentance : Bo, - + 
1. We may impute it. to. his Zeal, and 


AﬀeStion to Chriſt. Could :he love himas he 


did, and be ſenſible of his guilt in having 
denyed him, and yet bear to ſee the outrage and 
Violence that vvas offered to his Maſter ? Hovv 
can vve ſuppoſe, that he could indure to tarry 
in ſo deteſtable a Place, to be a Witneſs' to the 
Aﬀeronts offered to his Lord ! to hear hir:. ſcorn- 
ed, and reviſed, and reproached, and blaſ- 
phemed > This might make him retire. Hom 
tnat 
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that wicked Crew, to mourn in ſecret. 


2. We may aſcribe 1t to the: greatueſs | 


of his Remorſe and ſorrow, and penitent ſhame, 
for his late Apoſtacy. He could not but be 
greatly aſhamed of hjs Ingratitude to ſo good a 
Maſter, and, bluſh to:look him in the Face, 
Conſidering . that he ſo lately denyed to have 
ever ſeen him. What elſe could be expected, 
but that ſhame and ſorrow would make him 
chooſe Retirement, to vent his Grief by Tears, 
and pour, out his Soul before the Lord in ſecret > 
Solitarineſsas- certainly moſt agreeable to an at- 
flited Spirit, 1/ay. 22.4. Look away fromme, I 
" Will weep bitterly, labour not to comfort me, becauſe of 
the ſpoiling of the Kg bter of my People. Jobn 20. 
'11.. Mary ſtood withoxt, at the Sepuicher, weeping. 


Unobſerved Ty 1s moſt eligible under 


any great Paſhon of Grief or thame : But 

| here is a Conjunctian of bath. It is an 
Argument of his Sincerity, to retire in ſecret to 

mourn. He cannot well be thought to diſ- 

ſemble his Grief, who chuſes no other Witneſs 
but the Omnipreſent Gad. 

It may be attributed to his Prudence, 

and Diſcretion, Canfidering the Malice and 


Fury 


> 


14 : © Sk.i\Peres 5 Sing Wl 


Fury w ith which they-proceeded- agamit Uhrift, 
hecoutd not rationally expett fe were known 


' tobe Diſciple of Chrift'by'an open declaration 
of him, to meet -with much better Entertain- 


mens than his Maſter had''; and thereby'-he 
might loſe::the opportunity of » teſtifying his 
fincere Repentance, by his future SE and 
Reſolution in: preaching the ' Goſpel.” 

| Beſides, what. Service could -he: rendet his 
Maſter by fo bold-an A&tion ,? What Obliga-- 
tion was he under to/ hazard his IÞtife; when 


there.was no apparent Neceſhity'to warrant his. 


doing fo ? Kfpecially having fuch hte expert- 


ence .or. his own Weaknefs, notwithſtanding; : 


hrs. former Reſolutions of Conſtaney.” He was 
bound both. mm Prudence, and 11 Confeience to-4- 


' void: /Femptation;” and! therefore to/ quit-the/ 


Place and Company,''where k& had met with 


the '[empration that occaſioned his Fall. He 


did welt therefore, that mn went out. But that: 
isnotal],: 'Foog!': FIG -} ng 


| ;:Secotidly... There is a \ eont prdof! of TAR 
| fincerity « of his Repentance, Which,” is his Bit-" - 


ter ancepilg 3 He: went out,- and -wept bitterly. 


Nat: eoly:1is the ;fecrevy: and retirement that. 
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He. chale for his ſorrow,. an Argument [of. his 
Sincerity; ; -But we are likewiſe to conſider, 
That this his Grief was extraordinary, atid 
his Tears abundant, As the Phraſe of weeping 
bitterly does import, and 1s fo uſed in other 
Places, 1/ay.2 2+ 1.4, Chap.- 

| X 11 * Yoa that are come here 
$4 "I Doubtlels ro teſtifis your Repentance for. 
with his Tears, was jOyN- þauing denyed Cijt, and;res 
ed a freeand hearty COn-: "——_ your Faith in Turky, 

; Los ly _ ought to rgkg notice of this 

teſhon of 7 his On, Be- [ab mitate the. repeat ance of 
wailing his: Folly, Ac- Peter as 1 bope you do. 
knowledging his offence, - | e 
Earneſtly .imploring Fardon, and Forgiveneſs 
For if, his. Grief was too big; tpr, wprds, we 
may well percezve the-inward, Remarſe ;of his 
Conſcience, and ſmart Refledtions; he made'on 
himſelf, tg Joe fue purpoſe as:this,. -; |, - 
© O my Soul? What have dons, , Have I 
denyed and ahjuced the. Author gf; Eternal 
Life, for fear of a temporal, Death ? Did L 
not once acknowledge. Chrift to be the Son of 
 theliving God ? And have 1 fince denyed him 
with Oaths, and: Curſes, and Imprecations?: 
© Did T not promule to lay down ny-Lite tor 
* tus fake, and though all ſhould forſake him, 
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yet- Twould not ; And have I yet wad 
and denyed him, at the voice of a Damſel ? 
O what Unfaithfulneſs ; what Weakneſs ! 
what Wickedneſs ! Thus'to deny and for- 
fwear my Lord !- Have I denied thee, O my 
© Saviour |! before the 


* And you may ſay ſoas © picked * Jews ? and 
may f not thou juſtly 


C-- 


© deny. me before thy 
"Father and. his Holy Angels? Did I diſown 
that I ever knew thee? And may ft not Thou, 
at the great Day, bid me depart amongft the 


Wot ters of Inquity; faying, I. know you 
- not: Did I joyn my" "Telf in Company with 
thy Haters, and Deſpiſers, -and Murtherers ? 


And may I'not be rejected, condemned, and 
puniſhed with them ? Othat my Head were 


' a Fountain, that T might' weep continually ! 
"That the Faiilt of 'one Night might be La- 


mented by me all the days of my Life. Lord, 


was I not warned, and cautioned, and ſells 


| preſly foretold. that my Confidence would 


betray me. and let me fall ? And yet ſo. fool- 
ih vas L ad ignorant, ſo heedlets and un- 


"wary. fo nam: 7:Iful of thy Friendly Admo-. 


nitions, 


and True Repentance. uy 


© nitions, ſo forgetful of thy Monitory Predi-- 


«© ion, as thus literally to fulfil it by my 
© Triple Denial. - , 

To this purpoſe we may ſuppoſe he did ac-, 
cuſe and condemn himſelf, and that with the 
deepeſt Remorſe and Anguiſh of Spirit, which 
his Tears do more than intimate ; owning 
himſelf an Apoſtate Wretch, a Condemned 
Malefactor, unworthy to live, a Son of Death ; 
To whom the common Light of the World 
was too great a Favour, and outer, everlaſting 
Darkneſs a deſerved Portion. 

Thirdly, But this is not all : For he further 
teſtified his Repentance by his Carriage and Be- 
haviour * afterward. That , 

L a And you that now 
in two Particulars. 1. By of you Repentance 
the lively Remembrance of —_—_— renounced 
that Sin, and Humble Con- _ Hog —— 
feſhon of 1t upor: all Occa- 
lions. 2. By more than ordinary forwardneſs 
and zeal, to teſtihe his Love to Chriſt and pro- 
pagate the Faith of the Goſpel. 
1, By the lively Remembrance of that Sin, and 
humble Confeſſion of it. It is reported in Ec- 
clefiaſtical Hiſtory, that ever after, when this 
D Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle heard the Crowing of | a' : Cork, he 
would either fall upon 'his knees, or in ſome 
other manner expreſs his Repentance, and bleſs 
God for his' Recovery; © Others 1ay,; that he 
was worit.to rife at Midnight,  and-ſpend the 
time between Cock-crowing and Day-light, in 
penitent Devotion. We find ſomthing agree- 


able to this in the! Inſtance of David, after his 


Adultery and Murther, /Pſal. 6.. 6: 1 made my 


bed to ſwim, and watered my Conch all night with my 


Tears, His Bed brought to Remembrance his 
Adultery with Bathfheba- ; and his' Conch revived 
the' Thoughts of his Murther of Mriah, For we 
tind'him on his Couch when he Signed the Or- 


der for the Death of Uriah, The Romaniſts, who 


are-apt to turn every thing into Superſtition, 
begin that praQtice of placing a'Cack upon the 
top of Towers and Steeples,. to put people in 
mind of this Sin of Peter, and his —_—_— 


by that Signal. 
£5 This truth of his Repentance was COn- 


wed, by his extraordinary Zeal. and Forward- 


neſs afterw ard, to expreſs his Lowe to Chriſt, and 
propagate the Chriſtian Faith. It 1s true, we 
do 'not find that after he went out from the 


High 
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High Priefts Hall, that ever he ſaw his Maſter 
ugain, till he was riſen from the Dead : Bur 
we find that he came early in the Morning on 
the Third day unto the Sepulcher, and was 
the Firſt that went down into 1t, Tb 20. 6. 

And we find hjm, defirqus to teſtitic a peculiar 
AﬀeGion to his Maſter, Jobn 21. beam. For 
when Peter and. the other Diſciples were filhing 
at the Sea of Tiberias, our Lord appears on the 
ſhoar., The Apoſtle Jobn ſaid unto Peter, It us 
the Lord, yer. 7. Then Peter, to make haſte to 
meet him, only girts his Coat about-him, and 
caſts himſelf into the Sea: ; - while -the other 

Diſciples, | not above Two Hundred Cubits 
from Land, come by Ship ro meet him. Aﬀer 
a ſhort Dinner, it may be paſt in Silence ; for 
we read in the Twelfth Verile, that when Je- 
ſus ſaid , unto him; Come: and Dine, yet none. of 
the Diſciples durſt ask him, W bo art thou ? ſee- 
ing they knew he was the Lor d. Bur Jeſus fays 
to Simon Peter, Loveſt thou me more than theſe ? He 
anſwered, Je Lord, [thou knoweſt that 1 love thee, 
Ant being asked again, he replies, Thou knows 
eſt that [ love thee, Arid being asked a third time, 


he ans: wers, Lord thou knoweſt all things, thou knoweſt 
EY _ 


a 
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Denial. 

Whereupon our Lord minds him of what he 
had formerly faid, I hat when he was convert- 
ed he ſhould ſtrengthen his Brethren ; and 
therefore puts him upon this Evidence of his 
fincere Repentance and Love to Chriſt, Feed 
my Lambs, Feed -my Sheep. Though thou haſt 
denied and difowned the Shepherd of thy Soul, 
yet feed my Sheep : Let this be the firſt Teſti- 
mony of thy Love, which afterwards thou muſt 
confirm with the loſs of thy Life, and ſeal with 
thy Bloud. And by the Hiſtory of the Atts of 
the Apoſtles, we find his extraordinary Dili- 


. gence to fpread the Goſpel : For the TI ravels 


"of - this Apoſtle in his Miniſterial work, are 
computed to be above Nine Hundred and FR ifty 
Miles. | 

'Tis an Inſtance of the Wiſdom of Divine 
Providence, that this Apoſtle ſhould be ſent 
principally to Preach the Goſpel to the Jews, 
and be the Minifter of the Circumcifion, who 
had thus joined with the Jews in difowning 
Chrift ; that he ſhould endeavour to perfwade 
F:; them 


that 1 love thee. Profeſhing his Love three ſeve- 
ral times, as he had been guilty of a Triple | 


f. 
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them to join with him in Repentance, as he had 
joined with them 1n Sin. And the _ 

| Parallel may be carried further, As © 7 __ 
the Nation of the Jews had known the Lord 
above all other People, had ſeen his Wonders, 
and been favoured by peculiar Inſtances of his 
Kindneſs, ſtood in ſpecial Relation to Him, and 
made the higheſt Profeſſion of Love and Obe- 
dience, and expected the coming of the Son of 
God ; Yet when he came amongſt them, they 
diſowned his Authority, and proteſted againſt 
him, We have no King but Ceſar, &c. Sothe 
A poſtle Peter, though he had ſeen our SaV1Our, 
and lived in his Family, and been Witneſs to . 
his Miracles ; was nearly related to him, and 
profeſſed more than ordinary Aﬀe&tion and O- 
bedience ; Yet he baſely diſowned him, when 
it came to the Trial. His Sin was in ſome re- 
ſpect like Theirs, and therefore he is the fitteſt 
Perſon to Preach the Goſpel to them. Hais 
Diligence therein 1s another Argument of the 
Sincerity of his penaqucr: 


The Fs ME follows; ; For Inftruftion, and 


Prattice. , 
- From 
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From. the: very Relation of this Paſſage 


of the Scandalous: Fall of one of the Apoſtles, 
and the particular Deſcription” of it by the A- 


poltles themſelves, We may learn one Argu- 


- ment to confirm the Truth of the Goſpel Hi- 


Rory. Had 1t been a Forgery, or Humane Con- 
trivance, thefethings would have been:conceal- 
ed : But the Spirit of God has left: this upon: 
Record, -to warn us againſt the like Sins, -and 
to encourage the Repentance of thoſe that: have 
fallen in an Hour of SRRPURIGA: We ny ob- 
ſerve farther . 


'From the Sin and Fall of this Apoftle, What 


little Reaſon'the Church of: Rome. has to boaſt 


of the pretended Succefhon of' their Popes to 
the Apoſtle Peer, "They are his Succeflors.1n 
denying Chriſt the Gloty due to him as Media- 
tor, "ol in vain do they pretend to he the-uni- 
verſal Biſhops of the univerſal Church as his 
Suaceſlors.. 'We read 6f no ſuch Superiority 
thut /Pacr had over the reft of the: Apoſtles ; 
Not till Chriſts Aſcenſion tobe Fare; for-then 


there would have been two heads of the Church. 


Nor afterward : For hewas only: the Apoſtle of 


rhe Circumcifion, And St. Paid the Dottor of 
6: 3 7 the 
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the Gentiles, - withſtood him. to the Face, and 
- ordained Paſtors without him, 
and tells us he was not mferiour. work: 2. and) 
tq the chiefeſt Apoſtles. And . 
Peter was, ſent as a Meſſenger Trom. the, xett. of 
the Apoſtles, Aﬀs 8. 14. . And when he was 
accuſed, he pleads his own Cauſe before the 
other Diſciples, and ſubmnuts to the Judgment 
of the Council, At&ts 11. Moreover when there 
were Divifions, in the Church 'of CG mb, that 
ſome were for Paul, and ſome for Apollos, and 
ſome for Cephas, or Peter ; Ve do not find the 
Apoltle Paul directs: them. to Center all in eter; 
He owns no ſuch Authority and Supremacy 1n 
him above others, as the Church of Rome have 
inveſted him and his Succeflors in. 'T he Biſhops 
of Rome, have imitated, Peter too much in the 
Denial of Chriſt, but in. little ny that we 
know of, Again, | 

From the Sin and- Fall of Peter, We may 
obſerve the Subtlety of. the. Devil, to fut his 
1emptations. to the particular! 'Fempers of 
Men ; and fo to ſeaſon: and:time his lempta- 
tions, as to have the greateſt probability of 


Sui He takes confident Peter in a fit of - 
Fear 


—_ 
Pay Ic 


— 
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Fear at the Apprehenfion and Arraignment of 
his Maſter ; who at another time would have 
replied to the Devil, as Chriſt did to him when - 
he acted the Devils Part, Get thee behind me Satan. © 
Our great Adverſary the 1)evil knows how to _ 
aſſault us with ſuitable Temptations, and in 
what Circumſtances we are molt likely to yeild ; 
we had therefore need to watch and ftand upon 
our guard. 

We may alfo obſerve the Juſtice of God, in 
_ permitting the ſtrongeſt Confidence to be ſhamed 
and baffled. Let as therefore remember, that 
none are ſo likely to enter into Temptation, and | 
| be overcome. as thoſe who are leaſt afraid of it. 
None are more likely to fall,than thoſe who are 
moſt confident of their own ſtanding. None 
| more ready to yeitld to Lemptation, than ſuch 
as preſume they ſhall never yeild. Moreover, 

In that after Peter's firſt Denyal he heard the 
| Cock crow, and d1d not take warning, we may 
learn, That whoever fins againtt the Light of 
his own Mind and Confritence, may be fo far 
hardened and ftupihed by it, as that the plaineft 
warnings, for a time at Teaft, ſhall be diſregar- 
ed, and haveno influence. One would won- 


der, 


/ 
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der; after what Chriſt had told him concerning 
his 'Denial 'before'the Crowing of the Cock, 


- that he did not! recollect it when he firſt heard 


the.Cock to Crow. 

We may further learn, That there 1s a-Mix- 
ture! of Fleſh and Spirit, of Corruption and 
Grace, in. the beft Saints. | doubt not, but 


. Peter's Reſolution to dye with Chriſt, rather 


than deny him, proceeded from a Principle. of 
Grace and'true Aﬀectton to his Lord: 1 que- 
ftion' not, but he verily thought he ſhould do- 
as he ſaid ; but his Confidence of himſelf,where- 
by he preſumed on his own ſtrength, had a fin- 
ful mixture with it, which occationed his Fall; 
It therefore concerns all, even the beſt men, that 
they watch and pray, leſt they enter: mto Temptation; 
But confidering, That: though the Sin of Peter 
was great, yet his Repentance was not long de- 
layed ; We may compare it with ſome other In- 
ſtances. in' Scripture; and-obſerve, hat Sins, by 
the ſarprizal' of | a ſudden Temptation, are much ſooner, 
repented of, than Where the. Sin is preſumptuous,  deli-- 
berate and contrived, Let us. take the Inſtance of 
David, in the matter of Bathſheba and _ and 
COmMPare it with: thts Example of- Peter. : v7 
\Pererr knew: foo well- thiae! he ſhould nt mt 


E his 
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his. Lord, that he was confident he never ſhould. 
He honoured _—_ wy wares —_ 
.,_.. tothe High-Prieſfts;Hall, with a 
4s meme rug . Conftancy ; 'but 
denied him,: to: decline a preſent: apprehended 
Danger;under a/violent Paſhon:of Fear; Which 
was not1o deluberate and: prefuniptuous a Sin, as 
David's Adultery and Mbrther- > For he contin- 
wed-m his Adultery with Bathſheba for a long 
Time; and wn order: to. the. fecrecy of it, gave 
command: concerning: the Death of Hriah the 
Husband ;: and that not: in an-hafty Paſſion, or 
ina ſudden: furprize ; butiin:cool blood; with: 
many a deliberate thought about it. Now as 
there was: a great difference in their Sin, ſo as 
to the time of their:\Recovery..-.+St. Peter: took; 
che-warning of the ſecond Crowing of the Catk, 
and immediately :goes forth: to:expreſs his Re- 
rtance ; but David continued almoſt a I welve- 
Month wathout- any folemn Repentance, that 
we read of, after ſuch.a Fault,, and.till the Pro-: 
e& Nathai comes to'him, und is:forced to tell 
him, Thou art the Mans. Again, Th 
- Brom: Peter's taking. the Warning of the fecond 
Crowing of the: Cock, 'when he was not awa- 
keried -by the-firſt, We may ' obſerve, That the 
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fame Means, whichnien-bave bad for a ch =_ TY 
fied by, may. yet, through the Bleſ{mg: of Gol; be. af- 
terwards effeftual; if they be continued or vouchſafed a- 
gain, Let ſuch as have long enjoyed the;:Means 
of Grace;"and have not'profited, bleſs God that 
they are yet. continued, .and beg the Influence 
of the Spirit, that at length they may be effectu- 
al, You that for many years have ſat under the 
Preaching of the Word; thatzeyery Lords Day, 
and frequently on the Week: Days, are calledfo 
Repentance, and: yet -have- been unprofitable 
Hearers .hitherto ;; . you; ought: not to forbear 
-yourzAttendance ori the Publick Workhip,!-be- 
cauſe the. ſame vuthswhieh have! bten htard 
at one Time with little Profats: at atiother may 
come with Power and'Efficacy:ta;your Souls. 
i  Laftly. - You maytake notice iof ithe Mercy 
-2rid Love of Chriftto'hts poor Lille, and, of 
his CO to his Promiſe, ; 

His Merty and Love to his poor Difcighs 
He Comms not Peter, when He humſelf was, ap- 
-prehended ani] brought to. Judgment, -anjidft 
the Calumnies and falſe Accuſations, ithe + 
juries and Indignities which our Lord met with, 
yet he remembers Peter, and turns about; ww 
gives: hinv a gracious Look, that melted his 

EF, 2 Heart, 
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Heart, and recals' him to Repentance.' Cer- 
tainly 'he hath not leſs Kindnels for his Follow- 
-ers now he is in Heaven, than he had while he 


 was'upon Farth, 
1/1, Obſerve, hs Faithfulneſs to-his Promiſe, ad | 


the Prtvalency of his Prayer' for Peter. Satan,fays 
-our Lord, has defired to have thee, and 1o ſift thee 
445: wheat ; bur I have prayed. for thee, that thy Faith 
Jail-not, Ver. 31. of this Chapter. . And there- 


(fore though hewas permitted to Fall, to hum- 


ble him-for his Confidence, and to wi us by 


+his Example, : and to teach more Watchfulneſs 


-ad,Circumfpettion'; yet his Faith did/ not f- 
inatly fail, but he is recovered again by a ſpeedy 
and deep Repentance. And there 1s no true 
Chriſtian but 1s intereſted in this Promiſe, and 
{hallſharein: the! Prevalency of the Interceſſion 
of 'Chrift:i His Faith ſhall: not finally fail ; | He 
that hath begun'-aigood Work, will' carry at 
on: He that is the Author of Divine 4544 
be. the Rewarder and Finiſher of it. 99col 4H 
.:For DireCtioivas to Pradtice.. From ihat ha 
been ſaig,1wemay fearn:: |» alga) 5 
{'”137 To take heed of the: Soplanins of Sin...If the 
Devithave once gottheadvantage of Peter Jlyhis 
—_ — of R177 quickly be.terapted 


SFL5 to 


Oats att —_ _—— a Tt. 00; a 


2 


and True Repemance. -. _ 


—  - Do 


CRT Oo I 


' to deny him again: ; If he yield + to-one Tempta= 
tion,he-ſhall ſoon meet with more and ſtronger. 


At firſt only a Damſel asks the Queſtion, bur af- 
terwards the whole Company accuſe him as @ 
mpg of Chriſt.. He that will venture upon'a 
ſhall be tempted to tell another to conceal 
a” > Eſt, and toadd Perjury and Imprecationto 
prevent. diſcovery. TI he breaking of our good 
Purpoſes and Reſolutions in one Inſtance, - will 
make way for our.doing ſo in many others. As 
David from Adultery proceeded to Murther, and 
Lot from Drunkenneſs to Inceſt ; and Peter here 
from a bare Denial to Perjury, and Curſing, and 
Imprecation. -. The admiffien of one Link of: a 
Chain will make way for more. -, And without 
watching againſt the beginnings of Sin,they wall 
ſoon, mylniply ; 39 one curli7g Circle in;the Wa- 
ter produces a fecond, .and ſola third, of a largey 
ſize andrfigure tharr it ſelf When you: yield toany 
Temptation of the Devil, you-know not'where 
you,ſhall top,you give him an advantage againft 
yoy,you Weaken and Harden your own Hearts, 
Rifle Conſcience, and lay your ſelves moreapen 
unto Temptation, and your-; Refiſtance- wil Rl 
be weaker... i 
13 2, lEtaps heartily: pity. thoſe, who: by! the 
YIBgr! fur- 
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fuegrite of A great Temptation have fidnea-lites 
"*We have a ſad In- Peter, M denying their * Lord; = 
france of ore of ow Eiet us not preſently cenſure | 


Guarryemar,vom) before and condemn them of 'the'-Sin 


us, who renounc'd hs 


Baptiſm and Chriftrati- againſt 'the Holy GhoſF, '6r 'of fin. 


_ tymas bow of Temes | imp wilfully after” the' Knows 


r10n. 


ledge of the-'Frath, in'fuch # 
manner,as that it ſhould be impoſſible for thetti 
to be.renewed agrinito Repetitance: 'Let tis tal 
ther pray' for them;that it benot 4 $h #ntd Dedth; 


Eſpecially when, we have any | 


for Ge yg Inſtance of their * Repent 
Pig 00110 / 111 Porte» Sin untd' D Deth 6a 
th&Sin'a cainſt the Holy:Gti6ſt; exclude? "Repo. 
tance, ys as are gwilty'do never repent." * / 
2. Letus not be hish-minded; but fear ; and while 
we'Rand,tuke-beed 12ſt wi fall, Dickin Apotleand f 
great an Apoſtle, Deny and Forfivear hibThort? 
and that & ſoon ift6r he-hif been at the Lovds Ta. 
Se, which was but the, Night before;or but ſome 
few hours before ?' And ſhall-arty' of us be conft- 
denitof onr own'Conrage and Conftancy ?' How 
_ Inſtances: are there of thoſe 'who have 


mefally fallen in an hour of Temptation, of | 


= auch as have renouncd their Chriſtianity tn Turky 


I i yecoived the Impoſtures of Mahemet ; Of | 
many ; 


| 
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| on more in Popi i/þ Countries.that have abjured 


; | the Refarmed Religion, tqicor:ply,with the Su+ 
| peiſtitipns and Impurities of. Rowe ? Many ſuch, 
| > there are, who once thought. themſelves as un- 


: likely.to do ſo, as.afiy of us can now think that 
' vitara;t, And ſhall we be, Pokitiye, and,Certain, 
' Confident and Preſumptuqus, that, though we 
had all their -Temptations, we ſhould not do. as 
they ? Had not Peter, think you, more Reaſon to 
_ think and hope, well: -of bimfels,. and to believe 
that he ſhould rather Dye with Chriſt, than Deny bin ; 
than any of us, have ? Thanks be to God, you do 
not yet.mett with the Temptations that. others 
have.experienced, and that there is no near Pro+4 
lpect that you ſhall meet with ſuch Temptatt- 
ons ;, yea I'rejoyce in.the hope that many of us 
would-be afſifted and enabled by God, rather to 
- dyefor Chriſt,than deliberately to abjure, and de- 
ny him ; But let us not be confident in our ſelves; 
| The Inktance of this Text ſhould make us hum- 
| bleandeayutions, and fill us with a'Holy Fear, be- 
cauſe they. who are able to ſtand their ground 
againſt ſome ſorts of Temptation, may yield: 
and be overcome by others. 

4+Let usall reflect with ſhame and forrow up- 


en Ka Jeveny That in too great a degree we have 
imitated 


aww ig ettenecn ns _ - 
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Fray) the Sin of- Peter. \'We Ke (Lenied our: 
Eordas weltas he;-tho' not after the fie man- 
ner, yet with as high Aggravations;' ad: ſome- 
times more criminal ones. Have we not denied 


Chriſt by our Aftions,though not by our Words? | 


By having a form of Godlineſs;- but denying the 


Power of it : Tit. 1.16. 'By profeſſing to know | 
God and Chriſt, 'when in Works wedeny and ! 
5.We have not been ſcar- | 


diſhonour him, 2 Tim. "2 


ed from the Profeſſion of his Name and Truth, 


_ by threatening Dangers, and the' fear of Suffer- 


ing;-yet have we not. forſaken arid diſowned * 
hini, by the Lufts of the Fleſh, the- Luſts of the | 


Eyes, and the Pride of Life, contrary to our 
Baptiſmal Covenant ? Though we are not Apo- 


ftates by a formal Abjuration of his Holy Religi- 


o8,- 4s to DoQtrine and Worſhip ; yet do we nor 
pridtically contradiet the Principles and Rules 
of-it ? 


'Do you not deny him to be King,by: not- kifling I 


his Scepter,” ſabmittitig- to his Auttiotity jiand | 
keept ping his Commandments ; byinot walk 11þ/a q 
Ks Servants ghd” Subjects, in untyerſal Faithful | 
Obedience according: to the Oath and Covenant | 
wWe- ar@tinder. : 2D6\you- not deny himt6-Beshe | 


fear PEDEIY by: not- Manna on'this | 
w Merito-, . 


* hes 
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Meritor! ious Righteouſneſs, and prevailing In- 
terceſhon, as the Ground of your Acce pn 
with God, for Pardon. of Sin and Eternal Life ? 
you not Den y him to be:the Great Prophet, 
ſen Ignorance, and wilful unbelief, under al 


3 YU, Teachings of his Word, and Spirit : ? Not- 


withſtanding the bright Revelation; ofthis Goſpel 


that we injoy,and have ſo long.injoyed ? Do we 


hot deny and diſown him to be our Lord, and 
Head, and Captain, and Saviour, by thwarting his 
Example, and refuſing to walk in his Steps ? For 
Inſtance, by Drunkenneſs and Gluttony,when He was 
the oreatelt Example of Temperance and exaCt So- 
briety:By Haughtineſs and Pride,when he has left us 
a Pattern of the deepeſt Humility : By Cavetouſneſs 
and Hncharitableneſs, and want of Compaſſion to the 
Poor;when Charity,and Love,and Kindneſs towards 
all was exemplited in his whole Courſe. 

Yea there are many who profeſs themſelves 
Chriſtians, who not only Deny Chriſt, as Peter ; but 
betray him, as Jrdas. Who {ell their Conſciences 
for Temporal Profit, and the gain of a little 
Money ; Who undervalue the Bloud of the Re- 
deemer, and all the Riches of his Grace, for 
thirty pieces of Silver ; preferring their Eaſe, and 
Honour, and Wealth, before his Preſence and 
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| 34 St. Pertr's Sin, 
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Favour, &c. Who is there,uy Brethren, that has 


not in fome ſenſe finned like Peter,with the like Ag* | 
gravations a5 his Fault was attended with ? Have þ 
we not finned after the knowledge of the Truth, af- 

ter we have confefled that Jeſus 1s the Lord, after ] 
we have owned him to. be our Lord, and our Jeſus ; * 
after we have promiſed and proteſted by Gaptiſm, | 
and frequently fince by the repetition of that | 
Covenant at che Lords Table, that we would obey 

and ſerve him as long as we live ? Have we not | 


denied and diſhonoured him, after we have been 


adopted into the Family of God, and enjoyed the 


Priviledges of his Houle ; after eminent and ſpe- 
cial Mercies, and peculiar Favours, as well as 
Peter ; after we have been convinced,and awaken- 
ed.and reſolved,and begun well, and held out a- 
gainſt Temptation for a little while ? 'Have none 
of us after this revolted from Chriſt,and returned 
to folly ? Have you not retracted your vow,con- 
tradicted your Experience,diſhonoured the Ho- 
ly Name by which you are called,and denied the 
Lord of Glory, that fo willingly was a Sacrifice 
for you ? Yea have you not been called toRepen- 
tance again and again, by the Preaching of the 
Word,as well as Peter by the crowing of theCock, 
and yet remain impenitent to this Day * 


Nay 
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Z him even in his own Houſe and Temple. Peter denied 
& him, but it was in the midft of Exemyes; But we do'ſo 
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we 
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* whichis an higher Aggravation of our 
# Sin, than his *. Peter demied him, but it 

og . = Turkiſh Slatery, anger 
& was when his Spirit was overwhelmed ,,,, x4 fre Temptations, 
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and True Repentance. 5 


| Nay further, Many of our Sis are more aggravated 
than the Sin of Peter, Petey denied Chriſt, it is true ; but 
it was in the Houſe of Caiaphas : But ſome of us deny 


PTY 


in his own Fawily, amongſt his Diſciples, and Children, 


* And this poor Ma" in 


with fear, and ſurprizing Trouble ; which be lang riſe. 

W hereas we deny and difobey him, in 

the midſt of Peace and Plenty. Peter denyed him, but it 
was under the Apprehenfion of a Temporal and cruel 
Death, that might be the Conſequence of Owning him ; 
But bleſſed be God we have no ſuch Temptation : On the: 
contrary, if we deny him, it is in deſpight of the threat- 
ening of temporal and eternal Death. So that our Apo- 
ſftacy from Chriſt, and practical denyal of him, is more 


criminal in ſeveral reſpects, than the Fault of Peter. 


Laſtly. Therefore as we have imitated his Sz, let us: 
imitate him in his Repeztaxce toy. We have heard that the 
Second Call awakened him to Repextance, when our Lord 
looked upon him ;. But how many Calls from God have 
ſome of us had ? how often hath Chriſt looked upon and 
{ſpoke to us ? and knocked at the Door of our Hearts by 
his Spirit ? Shall we not then obey his Voice to repent * 
As ſoon as Peter remembred his Sin, you have heard that 
he left the Place where he contraCted his guilt, he avoided 
the Company that had been a ſnare to him. Olr imitate 
him in-this, continue not to.frequent ſuch Places, and ſuchy 
Company, where _ have been enſnared, and defiled, and. 
ing Temptations to fin. 

Con- 
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. Concerning Peter you'haveiheard, that he expreſſed 
his 'Repentavce by. bitter, Weeping ; Oh imitate him in this, ! 
and 'not only-/ay you argſorry; but give ſome convittive: 
$i6n and-Evidence of it;*that you doin earneſt Repent, | 
and. bring forth truits nit tor Repentance. - Concerning-* 
Peter, 'you have heard that he manifeited the rruth of his 
Repentance, by hisfuture zeal and Diligence, by his ex- 
traordinary Love to Chriſt, and Concern for his Honour,; | 
and Fidelity jg his Service :. O follow his Example, if you” 
would ever have the Comfort and Reward of . «zfeigned' 
Repentazice ; and not onely ſin-no more, but be doubly 
diligent in circumſpect, and holy walking. 108 | 

- *Tis ſad toconſfider,, how much formal, ſuperficial, coun- 
zerfeit Repentance there is in the World. :Men fay they 
are-ſorry they have done amiſs, they acknowledge their. | 
Faults, and it inay be fetch a ſigh, or mutter a' Groan,; 
or drop a Tear, 1n a ſerious mood, or upon ſome ſolemn: | 
occaſion ; But in a few Days, it may be ſooner, are the. 
ſame again ; The Convictions, and ſerious Impreſſions, 
chey had upon 7he Lords-day, are very often loſt and-gone. ; 
betore the return of the zext Sabbath; The Vows. and: 
Reſolutions they make at the [ ords Table, are not remem-+ : 
bred and obſerved for an entire Mozeth, but there is fad 
work for a new Repentance, before the monthly Seafon 
comes about. After-ſolemn Frofeflions of "Repentance, 
they are as bold ang venturous upon Temptatian-as ever, 
as unmindful of ' their holy vows as ever ;. as careleſs and. 
fearteſs,. and-ſo as eafie 2 Prey tg/the Devil,” as before. | 
Have you not reaſon to reilect upon this ? and therefore: | 
to go home, and weep bitterly, as Peter did ?. This would! | 
be a.-happy improvement of 77s Example, The Lord. 
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